
Gr. 9 Welcome to High School

Evening

Father Michael McGivney
Catholic Academy

Tuesday September 15, 2026



PRAYER
God our Father,

in your loving providence
You have brought us into being

to find joy in communion with one another
and to know you in our joy.

We give you praise and thanks for each member
of your body present,

particularly those who have become 
the newest members of

the Father Michael McGivney family.



We welcome those present in your name,
and ask that you give your blessings

upon these students and their families
as you have blessed us continually in the 

McGivney community.
In our lives we need your presence,

your hope, your spirit of unity, your conviction for our
future.

Give us a sense of belonging to the community
and a spirit of renewed commitment

to love and educate those in our midst.
Keep us growing day by day.

AMEN



We come together to acknowledge the First Nations land
that we stand on, and recognize the contributions of

Original People yesterday and today in the community
we now call Markham.

We acknowledge the communities of the East, South,
West, and Northern directions, particularly the

Haudenosaunee, Huron-Wendat, and Anishinaabe.
We respectfully acknowledge those who have walked on

the land, those who walk on it now, and future
generations who have yet to walk upon it. We will make

every effort to commit to living in harmony, building
relationships, and increasing awareness.

FMM Land acknowledgement



 FMM Admin Team FMM Admin Team Ms. Teresa Romeo
Principal

Mr. James Merlin
Vice-Principal
A-L (Gr. 9-12)

Mr. Christopher Pereira
Vice-Principal
M-Z (Gr. 9-12)

Ms. Alisia D’Silva
Vice-Principal

IB Prep/IB students (Gr. 9-12)



“At the end of the day,
the most

overwhelming key to
a child’s success is the
positive involvement

of parents”
~ Jane D. Hull



Principal’s remarks

Ms. Teresa Romeo



Parent Engagement
Catholic School Council

Parent Information Evenings

Communication with the
school & teachers



FMM 
   Office 
      Team

Ms. Rose Sanna
Head Secretary

Ms. nadia muktar
Guidance Secretary

Ms. wanda wong
Attendance Secretary

Ms. sieu Truong
Bursar

Ms. Kristina Miceli
SIS Secretary

MS Christina Thorne
General Secretary



WHAT IS
MAGIC

NATION?



Clubs & Activities

Athletics

Life @ McGivney



Monday OCTOber 5th, 2026
@Camp Robin Hood
$55 includes Transportation,
All activities & LuNCH

Gr. 9 Orientation Camp Day



Uniform 
Attendance / Punctuality
Workload
Communication with Teachers & Counsellors
(for students)
Community Services Hours (40 hours for
Class of 2030)

Expectations for Grade 9 Students





ATTENDANCE
regular attendance directly correlates
to student success
Students are expected to complete 110
hours of instructional time in order  to
successfully earn a credit. 
Students are expected to be in Class by
8:24 am 
Absence reporting every period
Extended Absences Procedures & Medical
notes



Student Drop Offs
Drop off before 8am
Drop off in North Parking Lot
DO NOT USE BUS LANES



Uniform



The Role of Guidance

Mr. Merlin



FMM 
GUIDANCE 

TEAM
Mrs. AnnaMaria Della Rossa

Alpha: A-H

Ms. Catherine Ellis
Alpha: I-P

Ms. Geetha Aranha
Department Head

Alpha: Q-Z



Pathways planning
Post secondary planning
Credit Counselling support
Course selection support
Academic support (study
skills)
Community resource support
Mental wellness
ADVOCATES



1.        Be Present



2. Trust - the fine
balance of letting go
(but not too far)!

and...

3. Empower - encourage
initiative



Guidance Counsellors
Chaplaincy Services
Special Education Department
ELL Department
Policy 208
Student Support Services ~ Behaviour Resource,
Mental Health Worker, Mental Health Nurse,
Attendance Counselling
Administrative Support ~Mr. Merlin (A-L), Mr. Pereira
(M-Z), Ms. D’Silva (IB Prep/IB)
Board Resources ~ Mental Health & Wellbeing

Supports & Services

https://www.ycdsb.ca/mental-health/


1.Get Involved in your Child’s Academics
Check in regularly about homework, projects and
upcoming tests
Encourage organization: use planners, calendars or
apps to track assignments
Stay connected: attend parent-teacher interviews
and school events
Ask questions: show interest in what they’re
learning

How to Support your Child



2.Support their Wellbeing
Listen actively: create space for your child to share
their highs and lows
Balance is key: encourage healthy routines of sleep,
nutrition and exercise
Limit stress: help your child manage social media
and technology use responsibly
Know the supports: admin, guidance, student
success, mental health resources

How to Support your Child

https://www.ycdsb.ca/mental-health/


Impact of Personal Devices & Social Media



Impact of Personal Devices & Social Media



YCDSB Mental Health Resources
Community Mental health resources

https://www.ycdsb.ca/mental-health/


3.Free Tools & Resources to Boost Success
School Library & Learning Commons: access study
groups, homework help and digital resources
AI homework help
Free Ontario based academic resources - curriculum
specific



YCDSB Remedial Tutoring



Brainfuse Free Online TUtoring - Markham Library



Homework help

https://tvolearn.com/collections/courses


Math Help: TVO
Mathify

Free 1:1 tutoring -
Grades 4-12

Homework help



More Math Resources
Interactive math practice

Ontario math games & tools

The Centre for Education in Mathematics & Computing
courseware

https://knowledgehook.com/
https://www.mathies.ca/
https://courseware.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/


Free French Language Tutoring and Homework help

Mon Eureka offers free online tutoring and homework support in

French for students in Grades 1 through 12 across all subject areas.

The service helps students strengthen their understanding and

succeed in their learning. Qualified tutors are available with a variety

of subjects and learning needs. Learn more at Mon Eureka.

https://moneureka.ca/
https://moneureka.ca/


What does it mean to attend a CATHOLIC SCHOOL?

At FMM our goal is to foster the faith life of
ALL students. 
We provide opportunities for our students to:

worship
celebrate their faith
learn from one anothers faith traditions
to foster unity and respect



WE ARE ALL CHILDREN OF GOD

Students of all faith backgrounds are accepted and welcomed.
Students are invited to learn more about the Catholic faith in order to deepen
their own understanding and nurture their own personal values that reflect
Catholic values of Love, Hope, Justice, Charity, Patience, Kindness and Respect
for ALL.
Gr. 9 Religious Education focuses on the Old Testament and explicitly draws
connections between the Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity, Islam)
All students are invited to witness how we as Catholics practice our faith

What if I’m not catholic?



Instagram: FMMCA.news

School Website

https://www.instagram.com/p/CoqMBzvApHH/?img_index=1
https://www.ycdsb.ca/fmmh/


Welcome to
MAGIC NATION!
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